
  
Year 4 – Summer 1 – RE – Pupil Knowledge Organiser 

 
 

What do I already know? What am I learning now? 

• People can belong to different groups 

• People can show they belong in different ways. 

• People take part in ceremonies to show they are members of a group, or to show 
that their lives have changed. 

• Religions use pictures, objects and words to show what they believe, there can be 
more than one meaning. 

1. What is a symbol?  
2. How do religions use symbols?  
3. Who is a Sikh?  
4. What is the Khalsa, and why is it important?  
5. What are the 5Ks, and what do they symbolise? 
6. Does wearing the 5Ks make someone a Sikh? 

Significant People Key Knowledge: Symbolism & Meaning Key Vocabulary 
 

Guru Nanak 
 

 
 

• Lived in modern-day Pakistan 

• Founder of Sikhism. 

• Taught that everyone was 
equal. 

• After he died there were 9 
more human gurus. 

Religious symbols can explain 
beliefs in simple ways.  

 
At the time Sikhism was 

founded, there was lots of 
fighting between Muslims 

and Hindus.  
 

 
The Khalsa was founded in 
1699, after a test of faith at 

the Vaisakhi festival. 
 

The Khalsa were men and 
women who vowed to 
protect Sikhs and their 

religion. 

 
The symbol of the Khalsa is 
the Khanda, it is made up of 

4 weapons. 
 

Members of the Khalsa wear 
5 symbols of their faith, the 

5Ks. 
 

 
Kesh: uncut hair (purity) 

Kangha: a comb (cleanliness) 
Kara: steel bracelet (equality) 
Kacchera: shorts (freedom) 
Kirpan: dagger (protection) 

symbol 
 
 
 
guru 
 
 
equality 
 
 
Sikh 
 
 
Khalsa  
 
 
 
The 5 Ks 
 
 
Khanda 
 
seva 
 
 
legacy 
 
 
civil rights 
 

A picture, object or action that 
represents something else, such as an 
idea. 
 
A religious instructor and spiritual 
guide. 
 
The idea that all people have the same 
value as each other. 
 
A follower of Sikhism; they believe in 
one god and that all people are equal.  
 
A group where committed Sikhs can be 
initiated to demonstrate their devotion 
to their faith. 
 
The five symbolic gestures and items 
worn by the Khalsa.  
 
The symbol of the Khalsa. 
 
The act of selfless service to others. An 
important part of Sikhism.  
 
Something that is passed down 
through generations. 
 
The rights of people to freedom and 
equality. 

 

Guru Gobind 
Singh 

 

 
 

• The last human guru. 

• Believed that Sikhs needed to 
defend themselves. 

• Founder of the Khalsa. 

• Said that the Sikh holy book 
would be the Guru after his 
death. 

Religious Source of Wisdom Believing Thinking Living 

 
The Guru Granth Sahib is the eternal Guru of the Sikhs. 

 
Why is wearing 

the 5Ks an 
important way to 

show the Sikh 
faith? 

 
Why might some 
people see the 
same symbol in 
different ways? 

 
If you had to wear 

something to 
show what you 
believe in, what 
would it be and 

why? 
 


